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COLORADO COLLEGE INSTALLS LIVE GREEN ROOF,
 MOVING CLOSER TO CARBON NEUTRAL GOAL 

Sedum plants to be installed on roof of Honnen Ice Arena
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. –Aug. 2, 2016 – This summer Colorado College is implementing sustainability measures from top to bottom – literally.


On Wednesday, Aug. 3, CC is installing a 2,650-square-foot live green roof on Honnen Ice Arena, helping CC move closer to achieving its goal of becoming carbon neutral by 2020. The Honnen Ice Arena is located at 30 W. Cache La Poudre St.


Green roofs reduce storm water runoff by 65 to 90 percent in the summer and 25 to 40 percent during winter months by utilizing succulent sedum plants. The drought-tolerant sedums provide a low-maintenance green space that helps reduce heating and cooling costs, extends roof life, lowers noise pollution and provides a natural air filtration system.

Earlier this summer, CC started work on the Tutt Library renovation, drilling 80 wells, each 400 feet deep and about five and a half inches wide, for a geothermal heating and cooling system. The new system will render the building a “net-zero” facility, meaning that on an annual basis the library will be carbon-free and produce enough electricity to operate itself.
CC’s commitment to sustainability is evident throughout the campus — in programs that address energy consumption, sustainability in the dining halls, water resource policies, waste and recycling practices, and the new geo-thermal heating and cooling system as part of the new library. 

Additionally, Colorado College is actively pursuing goals such as preserving regional and community water supply by reducing potable water usage by 50 percent. CC incorporates such operational strategies as storm water management and treatment, water-efficient landscaping, and water-use reduction.

“At Colorado College we view sustainability in part as a place-based relationship,” says Ian Johnson, director of sustainability at Colorado College. “This roof uses climate-appropriate plants that beautify and help connect us with natural spaces while making the building more energy efficient.  We’re emulating nature to create attractive, effective solutions that support our strategic goals.”

Additional information: Vegetated roofs provide numerous, significant environmental benefits, including:

· Increases roof life; soil and plants provide a protective barrier reducing exposure to ultraviolet rays and extreme temperatures, along with a waterproof roof lining, to extend roof life by as much as 200-300 percent, or 40-50 years.

· Reduces energy costs; improved thermal insulation and reduced heat island effect provide heating and cooling savings.

· Lowers interior sound levels by as much as 40 decibels.

· Improves air filtration; one square foot of green roof foliage can filter seven ounces of dust and smog per year. Plant photosynthesis also reduces greenhouse gases in the air.

· Provides natural beauty.

A planted roof also provides financial benefits including: the extension of roof life, energy conservation, and conservation of municipal septic systems. Green builders and remodelers can expect between 10–19 percent higher return on investment, as much as 10 percent increased building value, while enjoying a marked reduction (up to 14 percent) in building operating costs.

About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,000 undergraduate students study one course at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu
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